BS5 - "Fighting For God’s Absolute Best" - Luke 4:1-13
Jesus: The Middle Years

Total Devotion '13 - '14
Hey TD'ers, I really thank God for the privilege and gift of being able to study and share His Word in Luke 4 this past week. Personally, this topic of fighting for God’s absolute best was a very timely one for me to study, pray, and think through. It is a scary topic because 1) as we study Scripture, He makes it so clear what it is that He demands and desires of us, and 2) when we are honest with God and with ourselves about where our hearts are really at, we see how we fall so short of His absolute best. Yet in Christ, there is hope. There is power. There is victory. This episode of Jesus’ encounter with Satan reveals to us just how amazing our Savior truly is. I pray that as you open up your Bible and consider the way He responded to Satan’s temptations, you will be inspired, challenged, convicted, humbled, empowered, impacted, and changed. It has certainly been the case for me. -Jenny

1. Read Luke 4:1-13, and review your message notes (the message is posted on the blog and website). Jot down any observations and questions you have, as well as any points from the message that were poignant to you. 



2. Much of the way Satan tempted Jesus was by trying to entice Jesus to fulfill a legitimate desire by using illegitimate means. How do you see that at play here in this passage? What are some examples in your own life, where you face this similar kind of temptation? 


3. Bible teacher Del Tackett once said, “Every sin that besets us can be traced back to a belief in a lie, which is essentially, unbelief in the truth.” We find this to be consistent with Satan’s strategy from the very beginning, in the Garden of Eden, to try to get us to question the trustworthiness of God’s Word.

a. Read Hebrews 3:12-19. How do these verses support this?


b. What are the truths and promises in God’s Word (please provide the Scriptural references) that Satan tries to get you to question and distrust? Try to list at least 3. 



c. What are the specific ways in which your life would look different if you truly believed each of these truths that you’ve listed in question (b) above? 


4. "There are no crown-wearers in heaven who were not cross-bearers here below."  - Charles Spurgeon
This is true for Christ, and it is also true for us. 

a. Look up the following verses, and make note of what Scripture says about the pathway to glory that God has ordained for His loved ones – for Christ and for us alike.
i. Matthew 16:21-25
ii. Luke 18:9-14

iii. Romans 6:8-11

iv. Philippians 2:3-11

v. Philippians 3:7-11


b. How do these verses jive with your understanding of what Christianity is about? Do these verses describe what your life is about? In what ways are you bearing the cross, emptying yourself, dying to yourself, and being stripped down to nothing?


c. In what ways or areas in your life are you tempted to take a ‘shortcut to glory’ and grasp at glory, attention, and significance for yourself? 


5. During the message, we discussed the language of “ONLY” when examining Jesus’ life and His life statement, “You shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only.” It is the word ‘only’ that gets us Christians into trouble, and it is the first word of the Gospel that we Christians tend to compromise. It is that word “only” that puts Christians in prison, and is the reason why the blood of the martyrs has flowed for almost 2,000 years. That little word “only” captures what Christianity is about - REAL Christianity. Not American Christianity. Not Churchianity. But Christianity – as defined and lived out by Jesus Christ. He makes it so clear in this account that He was here on this earth ONLY to do His Father’s will.

a. What are some of the most difficult ‘only’ questions that you need to ask yourself, in order to honestly evaluate whether you are living out REAL Christianity? 



b. C.S. Lewis once said that “He who has Christ and everything has no more than he who has Christ alone.” Arthur often adds to that and adjusts it by saying that he who has Christ AND _____ (fill in the blank)… actually and usually has less. There is no such thing as “Christ and ______” Christianity. Jesus will not have any of that. He has given and undergone too much to share the throne of our hearts with another lesser ‘god.’ 
i. Often times, we hear and repeat Christian slogans and phrases so frequently that they lose their meaning.  Think upon why this statement is actually and necessarily true, and consider its implications in your own life: If Jesus is not Lord OF all, He is not Lord AT all.

ii. Take the time right now to come before the Lord, and ask Him to search your heart and reveal any competing loves, masters, and allegiances that are fighting for that place in your life that ONLY He deserves. What are the things you need to let go of, perhaps even good things in and of themselves, in order to truly say “ALL I have is Christ”? Write them down here, and if you are comfortable, share this with a counselor and/or with your TD small group, so that they can also hold you to God’s absolute best. 

Coram Deo
We can easily affirm all these truths in our minds, but for some reason, we still have such a hard time taking that step of faith to actually LET GO to truly treasure Him ONLY…. And so God still has not even begun to get what He alone deserves from us. Where is this point of disconnect and how can we close this gap? R.C. Sproul, Jr. rightly makes the distinction between what he calls “believing IN God" and actually “believing God.” 

a. What is the difference, and what is keeping you from actually believing God? Are you ready to actually BELIEVE Him, and to start experiencing the satisfaction of living life God’s way and on His terms? Ravi Zacharias once said, “If you have not learned to pay the smaller prices of following Christ in your daily life, you will not be prepared to pay the ultimate price in God's calling.” What are some specific steps you can take to move in that direction today? 

b. Jesus has set an incredibly amazing and beautiful example for us to follow. Yet if we look to Him as merely a perfect model who is outside of us, our own fight against sin and inevitable failures will only result in discouragement and frustration. Read 1 John 4:4 and thank God for how this verse changes everything, and empowers us to actually have the same victory over sin that Christ Himself had. 
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